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Outline of Briefing

• 1 September 2009 seasonal allocation

• Inflow trends and resource position

• Seasonal allocations and outlook released on 

15 August 

• Groundwater allocations and availability

• Early system operations



1 Sep 2009 Seasonal 

Allocations

• Murray system at 2% HRWS

• All other systems at 0% HRWS 

• No allocations this time last year

• Shortfalls to allocation in all systems
– Goulburn allocation anticipated on 15 September

– Other systems still experiencing very low inflows 
(allocations unlikely on current trends)



Water Resource 

Diagrams

• Visual representation of resource and 

commitment at a point in time

• Available at:
www.g-mwater.com.au/news/drought-response/
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Inflow Trends & Resource Position
Inflow Trends & Resource Position
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August 2009 Inflows
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Inflows to Lake Eildon
Updated to 31 August 2009
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Murray System Monthly Inflows (Excluding Snowy and Darling Inflows)
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Storage Volumes (31 

August)
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Storage Volumes (31 

August)
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Allocation Outlooks

• Updated middle of each month

• Based on current catchment conditions 

and expected response



Allocation Outlook
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2009/10 Operations

• Temporary Qualification of Rights apply in all 

regulated water systems

• Grants access to water for essential needs 

when allocations low (or zero)

• Reduces environmental flow obligations

• Mandates extra environmental monitoring 



2009/10 Operations ../2

• Goulburn and Murray systems

– Delivery of carried over allocation (and 

2009/10 allocation in the Murray system) 

available throughout the season

– Further resource improvements will 

contribute to increased allocations



2009/10 Operations ../3

• Broken, Campaspe, Loddon and Bullarook
– Low rates of release being maintained

– Delivery of carryover available in Broken only 
due to catchment inflows below Nillahcootie

– Carryover not available in other systems

– Check plan updates with each allocation

– Customers should invoke personal contingencies

– Still in most productive inflow period



Conclusions

• Poor outlook under dry conditions

• Next resource improvement in Goulburn to contribute 
to allocations

• Extent of allocation will be determined by inflows over 
coming months

• Delivery available throughout season in Murray and 
Goulburn systems

• Operating plans are updated with each allocation 
announcement



Conclusions ../2

• Limited water availability also causes 

environmental risks

• Adaptive management plans used to 

mitigate risk while water is available


